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Scholarships Without Borders

Higher Education for Displaced Students

Application Form 

The Scholarships Without Borders (SWB) fund offers full scholarships at Franklin University Switzerland to select students in order to embark on studies leading to the Bachelor of Arts. Candidates must have been granted refugee status (B permit) in Switzerland or have been admitted temporarily (F permit) to Switzerland as refugees. The scholarships are funded by Franklin University in collaboration with sponsors and donors around the world.
Undergraduate Program 

Franklin University Switzerland (FUS) offers an innovative undergraduate education leading to the Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree. International perspectives are an integral part of the university curriculum and are incorporated into both foundation courses and the various fields of study offered at FUS. After an introductory first year, undergraduate students can choose from 19 major programs of study that can be combined with secondary, or ‘minor’ programs,  spanning a wide range of disciplines: art history, communication and media studies, comparative literary and cultural studies, history, international relations, social justice and sustainability, economics, political science, environmental studies, international management, German, French, and Italian studies, literature, and visual communication arts. As part of their education, all Franklin students are also required to fulfil a number of core requirements, designed to help them develop a common set of skills essential to excelling in their studies. One key feature of Franklin’s undergraduate program is its flexibility: most curricula are adaptable to allow students’ personal input in designing their study plans in double or combined majors and in a variety of minors. Furthermore, all students at Franklin take Academic Travel courses once a semester as an integral part of the curriculum, enhancing the classroom experience with a 10 to 14-day field-study component in locations around the world. 

A particular feature of all programs at FUS is a close student-professor relationship and extensive academic and personal support, which means that scholarly progress is closely monitored each step along the way and that students’ physical and mental wellbeing are understood as a basis for successful learning – all of which may be of particular importance for displaced students. 
SWB Bridge Program

FUS has designed a dedicated bridge program to help students prepare for university education conducted in English and familiarize themselves with the liberal arts model of higher education. The SWB bridge program helps students transition into higher education, equipping them with study, research, and writing skills, increasing the chance that students will excel in their respective courses of study once they enter an undergraduate program at FUS. Depending on prior academic experience and English language skills, students entering Franklin with a SWB scholarship are either placed in the bridge program, or enter the undergraduate program directly. 
Eligibility Requirements
· Age between 18 and 25 

· Candidates with refugee status in Switzerland (B permit) or temporary admission to Switzerland (F permit)*

· High-school diploma or equivalent**

· English language skills at B1-C2 level (this allows FUS to place the candidate at the appropriate entrance level, and within the appropriate bridge program)

· Successful interview with FUS representative
* Please note that student refugees with a B permit residing in a Canton other than Ticino who wish to apply for a residency change or cantonal financial assistance must obtain prior permission from the Canton Ticino before changing cantons. Those with an F permit living in a Canton other than Ticino must obtain permission for a cantonal change from the State Secretariat for Migration (SEM). In both cases these permissions must be in place before embarking on the program at FUS. Please note that a change of Canton for those who need financial assistance is not automatic and depends on an evaluation by the Canton Ticino authorities. 
**Candidates who are not in possession of their physical diploma and/or grade transcripts at the time of the interview will be automatically placed in the SWB Bridge Program. Their educational standing will be assessed over the course of an academic year and they will be formally admitted to FUS after two semesters if they meet the academic standards for admission. 
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Application Form
Name
First


_________________________________________
Middle


_________________________________________
Last


_________________________________________

Contact
Please list address where you can be contacted in Switzerland
Address

_________________________________________
Street


_________________________________________
City


_________________________________________
Telephone

_________________________________________
Email


_________________________________________
Education

Please list the last high school(s) and/or university institutions attended
Institution 1
 
Name and address
_________________________________________


Dates attended
_________________________________________
Diploma received
_________________________________________

Institution 2


Name and address
_________________________________________
Dates attended
_________________________________________
Diploma received
_________________________________________

Institution 3
Name and address
_________________________________________


Dates attended
_________________________________________
Diploma received
_________________________________________

Biographical Information
Birthdate

_________________________________________
Country of birth
_________________________________________
Citizenship(s)

_________________________________________
Refugee/asylum
_________________________________________
status
Permit


_________________________________________
Canton in which

permit was granted
_________________________________________

Date on which 

residence permit was/will be 

granted by Ticino 

if other than Ticino  
_________________________________________

Relationships
Mother’s name 
_________________________________________
Father’s name 

_________________________________________
Name(s) of sibling(s)
_________________________________________ 

Contact

_________________________________________
in Switzerland


Academic Interests
Please choose three from: Art History and Visual Culture; Communication and Media Studies; History; Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies; Economics; Social Justice and Sustainability; International Studies; Political Science; International Banking and Finance; French Literature and Culture; German Literature and Culture (minor), Italian Literature and Culture; Environmental Studies, Psychology; Visual Communication Arts. 

Academic interest 1
_________________________________________
Academic interest 2
_________________________________________
Academic interest 3
_________________________________________
Personal Statement (200-250 words) 

Please write a short statement (200-250 words) about the particular experiences you bring with you and how, in light of these experiences, you see your studies at Franklin benefitting you. 

Please submit a scan of the following form and of the documents listed below by email to �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@fus.edu"�info@fus.edu�, or fax it to +41 91 993 39 06. Alternatively you may also send the documents by post to Franklin University Switzerland, Via Ponte Tresa 29, 6924 Sorengo, Switzerland, for the attention of Professor Caroline Wiedmer.


Documents required


Completed application form 


Copy of residence permit


Copy of passport


In case the residence permit is from a canton other than Ticino: copy of permission from the Canton of Ticino to change cantons if financial assistance is required


Copy of high school transcript and diploma, or of university transcript if possible
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