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Dear Franklin Community,

There’s something special about anniversaries. They invite us 
to look back—at the people, the memories, the unexpected 
turns along the way—while also nudging us to look forward, 
imagining what’s still to come. During the 2024-2025 
academic year, Franklin turned 55, and the celebrations 
brought that dual feeling into focus: nostalgia for everything 
this community has built, and excitement for what lies ahead.

In this issue, you’ll catch a glimpse of both. We take you 
inside the joy of our 55th Anniversary Global Alumni Reunion 
and the promise of Commencement 2025, where the newest 
graduates joined the alumni family. You’ll meet Dr. Heidi 
Toivonen, the Nora McNeely Hurley Assistant Professor of 
Psychology, and celebrate alumni like Beatrice Revay ’97, 
who helped launch a new partnership between Franklin 
and Hugo Boss, and Zora Piskačová ’17, whose academic 
path has led her to Harvard. Different journeys, but each a 
testament to the same Franklin spirit of curiosity, creativity, 
and connection.

As always, these pages are stitched together by the same 
thread: the spirit of curiosity, connection, and global 
perspective that makes Franklin unlike anywhere else. 
Whether you find yourself flipping straight to Class Notes, 
revisiting old memories, or discovering something entirely 
new, I hope this issue feels like a homecoming in print.

Here’s to the stories we share—and the ones still waiting to 
be written.

Diana Tedoldi ’90 
Associate Director of Advancement

THE GAZETTE is a complimentary 
publication for the Franklin Switzerland 

community, including alumni,  
friends, faculty, staff, and parents 

of current students.
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FRANKLIN’S NEW LOGO  
ROOTED IN LEGACY

OUR BRANDREFECTIONS

Franklin has unveiled a new brand 
identity—one that pays homage to its 
past while looking boldly toward the 
future. The updated seal, a contemporary 
take on the original designed by the 
late Professor Brian Stanford and first 
introduced in 1991, reflects not only 
where Franklin has come from, but where 
it is going.

Stanford’s original design—shaped as a 
traditional shield—remains at the heart 
of the new identity. Its four quadrants, 
familiar to generations of alumni, each 
carry deep symbolic meaning: the iconic 
bridge at Valle Verzasca, a site visited 
by every first-year student; schematic 
representations of Swiss and American 
heritage, honoring Franklin’s bicultural 
foundation; and the “F” symbol, which 
once read as “FC” for Franklin College, 
now simply stands for Franklin – how 
most alumni refer to their alma mater.

The visual refresh is part of a broader 
institutional evolution. Franklin has 
changed its legal designation in 
Switzerland to University Institute—a 
term used for institutions that specialize 
in particular academic areas or degree 
levels, such as the liberal arts. This 
reclassification aligns with updated 
Swiss regulations and applies to other 
respected institutions in the country. It is 
a recognition of Franklin’s continued role 
as a focused and high-quality academic 
institution, and it does not affect the 
university’s full accreditation in either the 
Swiss or U.S. systems. Franklin remains 
an accredited American university by the 
Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education (MSCHE).

This new chapter in Franklin’s identity is 
also an opportunity to reflect on how far 
we’ve come.

At the close of the 1960s, when Fleming 
College—a program of The American 
School in Switzerland—was winding 
down, four of its faculty members joined 
forces with the chair of Fleming College’s 
Board of Trustees to found a new 
institution of higher learning. That team—
Theo Brenner, Wilfried Geens, Pascal 
“Pat” Tone, and Jacques Villaret, along 
with Chairman David R. Grace—named 
the school after Benjamin Franklin and 
imagined a future in which international 
education would serve as a bridge 
between cultures and nations.

The 1970s brought moves from Villa 
Ferrari to Villa Sassa and, with them, initial 
U.S. accreditation. By 1986, Franklin took 
permanent residence in Sorengo and 
became a four-year institution. The new 
millennium saw further milestones: Swiss 
accreditation (2005), campus expansion 
(2006), the launch of graduate programs 
(2010), and full institutional Swiss 
accreditation (2013), culminating in our 
official transition to Franklin University 
Switzerland in 2014.

Through it all, the mission has remained 
clear: to foster global citizenship through 
transformative international education. 
The new brand, like Franklin itself, is 
grounded in tradition and focused on 
continuity—designed to honor the past 
and support a future shaped by today’s 
students, faculty, and alumni.

This new chapter in 
Franklin’s identity is also 
an opportunity to reflect 
on how far we’ve come.“

As we draw the curtain on an 
extraordinary year—our 55th—I extend to 
you my heartfelt greetings and gratitude. 
This interval has been resonant with 
reunion, renewal, and reimagination.
 
One of the most well attended alumni 
reunions in our history, convened in 
Lugano from 23–25 May 2025, saw 250 
guests converge, rekindling friendships 
and reaffirming our global community. 
Here, we celebrated two of our founders 
who were present (Theo Brenner and 
Pascal Tone) and introduced by Chairman 
Paul Lowerre and Trustee Cabell West.
 
We unveiled a new logo - fresh yet 
venerable, a contemporary incarnation 
of the original seal crafted by the late 
Professor Brian Stanford in 1991. Its 
quadrants anchor us in tradition even as 
they propel us forward.
 
On the strategic plane, our Marketing 
and Communication campaign ventured 
into the limelight. Not by overt reference 
to global vicissitudes, but through a 
sophisticated narrative that positioned 
Franklin as uniquely accessible and 
welcoming amid an increasingly 
constrained international academic 
environment for many university students 
around the world.

Beyond these marquee achievements, 
several noteworthy developments 
emerged between 1 July 2024 and 
30 June 2025:

•	 Franklin was featured in Inside 
Higher Ed for our proactive 
partnership with the Council of 
Independent Colleges (CIC) to host 
international students unable to return 
to the U.S. This initiative—offering 
scholarships up to USD 11,250 per 
semester—displayed our collegial 
readiness and institutional generosity.

•	 Franklin ascended to 24th place 
in the 2025 WURI Global Top 25 
ranking, the only Swiss institution 
recognized. We ranked notably in 
Ethics & Integrity (12th) and ESG 
Trend (17th)—testaments to our ethos, 
transparency, and sustainability-
focused values.

•	 Our Academic Areas achieved new 
heights: Business & Economics 
hosted professionals—from Vodafone, 
Dentsu, Bally, Deloitte, and H 
Farm—for think tanks, workshops, 
and hackathons that immersed our 
International Management students 
in real world collaboration on digital 
transformation and sustainability 
innovation.

•	 We inaugurated a fully funded PhD 
position in Political Science within the 
Swiss National Science Foundation 
(SNSF)-funded DIVIDE project, 
expanding our research horizons and 
bolstering our academic profile with 
internationally oriented scholarship 
beginning September 2025.

These achievements are not 
happenstance; they are the fruits of 
a community galvanized by curiosity, 
integrity, and interdisciplinary rigor. Our 
commencement ceremony on 17 May 
2025 brought together graduates from 
over fifty nationalities, luminaries such 
as co founders Theo Brenner and Pascal 
Tone, keynote speakers like Adrian 
Monck, tributes to Prof. Erich Prisner, 
and emotional recognitions to the late 
Founder Jacques Villaret that reflected 
the depth and diversity of our academic 
family.
 
Together, we have celebrated tradition, 
demonstrated resilience, and launched 
innovative actions that make Franklin not 
simply an institution, but a paradigm of 
global liberal arts education in the 21st 
century.
 
I invite you to join us in Franklin’s 56th 
year. Let us continue to cultivate minds 
and ideals that transcend borders and 
envision futures worthy of our shared 
legacy.

With gratitude,

Samuel Martín‑Barbero, PhD
President, Franklin Switzerland

LETTER FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE FRANKLIN COMMUNITY,
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55TH ANNIVERSARY  
GLOBAL ALUMNI REUNION
Three days of reconnection, reflection, and recognition.

A TIMELESS HOMECOMING

IT BEGINS WITH BELONGING
There are places that welcome you back 
— and then there are places that remind 
you, with startling clarity, that you never 
truly left. Franklin University Switzerland’s 
55th Anniversary Global Alumni Reunion 
was that kind of return: not simply a 
gathering, but a heartfelt homecoming.

On Friday morning, alumni spanning 
generations assembled at the Grotto 
at Kaletsch Campus for “A Franklin 
Welcome” — a breakfast of cappuccinos, 
croissants, and warm laughter that 
echoed between the familiar stone walls. 
Friends reunited. Professors embraced 
former students. Alumni admired the 
newly updated space made possible by 
the generosity of alumni and donors on 
this year’s giving day. Newly appointed 
furniture and framed photos of Franklin’s 
55 years were highlights.

Later that morning, the reunion shifted 
into reflection at the Presidential 
Assembly: Honoring Our Heritage, 
Embracing Tomorrow, held in the 
McNeely Center for Ideas & Imagination. 
President Samuel Martín-Barbero 
addressed a full house, celebrating 
Franklin’s journey from its visionary 
founding in 1969 to the vibrant global 
institution it is today. He also offered 
a powerful look ahead, introducing 
Franklin’s bold 2030 Strategic Plan — a 
roadmap for deepening interdisciplinary 
learning, expanding global engagement, 
and empowering a new generation of 
thinkers.

Afterward, alumni gathered for a relaxed 
pizza lunch at Ristorante Giardino, where 
conversation spilled into the streets of 
Sorengo and memories passed easily 
between bites. Later that afternoon the 

community joined student-led campus 
tours, walking through a campus that 
has grown and blossomed — yet still felt 
like home. One alumna paused outside 
her old residence hall and said, “These 
students are incredible. I feel so proud to 
be part of this legacy.”

As the sun dipped behind the hills, guests 
reconvened at the Grotto for “A Taste 
of Ticino” — a celebration of regional 
cuisine and community. Glasses of 
Merlot del Ticino clinked above plates of 
affettato misto and luganighetta. Music 
drifted into the warm evening air. New 
stories began, and old ones came rushing 
back.

THE CITY, THE STORIES, AND THE 
HEART OF FRANKLIN
Saturday morning began with the 
President’s Walk and Talk, a reflective 

By Diana Tedoldi

stroll through Lugano led by President 
Samuel Martín-Barbero and Director 
of Advancement and Alumni Nickolas 
Neibauer ’05. As the group made their 
way from Paradiso toward the city center, 
alumni were invited to share memories 
and insights about how Franklin had 
shaped their lives.

The conversation encouraged thoughtful 
responses, touching on personal growth, 
career paths, and the enduring impact 
of a Franklin education. At the lakefront, 
President Martín-Barbero posed a final 
question: “Can you recall a moment when 
you realized how much Franklin had 
helped you?”

The moment provided space for 
meaningful reflection and connection—
one of many throughout the weekend.

A NIGHT OF LEGACY AND LIGHT
As evening approached, the reunion 
took to the water with the beloved Lake 
Lugano Boat Cruise Apéro. From the 
Paradiso dock, alumni boarded a boat 
that floated along the shoreline, the 
city glowing behind them. Glasses of 
prosecco caught the last golden light. 
Laughter rippled across the water. It was 
a moment suspended in time.

Then came the weekend’s crowning 
event: the Franklin Gala Dinner at the 
elegant Hotel Splendide Royal. From the 
first steps onto the veranda for aperitivo, 
the evening shimmered with connection 
and celebration. Alumni reunited over 
a beautifully prepared meal, sharing 
heartfelt toasts and honoring the legacy 
of 55 years.

The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Franklin Medal of 
Honor to three of Franklin’s founding 
members — Pascal Tone, Theo Brenner, 
and Wilfried Geens. Designed by 
goldsmith sculptor Maros (Maria Rosaria 
Palmi), the medal is both an artwork and 
a gesture of lasting gratitude for the 
vision, service, and dedication that made 
Franklin possible.

The evening also featured a silent 
auction, including curated getaways, 
experiences, and an original painting 
donated by alumni and Trustees — all 
supporting Franklin’s continued growth.

As the four-course dinner came to a 
close, the lights dimmed and the music 
began. The dance floor filled quickly. 
Alumni — many meeting for the first 
time — danced side by side, across 
generations, countries, and memories. 
The night sparkled. It belonged to 
everyone.

ROOTED IN GRATITUDE,  
BUILT FOR THE FUTURE
Sunday morning brought the reunion 
full circle, back to the Grotto at Kaletsch 
Campus for the Celebration Brunch. 
It was a morning of warmth and quiet 
reflection — a final chance to savor the 
feeling of being home.

Later, the community gathered at the 
McNeely Center of Ideas & Imagination 
for the official dedication of the Donor 
Wall, a permanent tribute to those 
whose generosity helped bring Franklin’s 
newest academic center to life. In a 
moving ceremony led by President 
Martín-Barbero, Nickolas Neibauer, 
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Paul Lowerre, guests celebrated the 
donors — including many alumni — whose 
belief in Franklin’s mission made the new 
construction possible.

The presence of Trustee Pascal Tone 
and Lynn Tone added emotional depth to 
the moment. It was not just ceremonial 
— it was personal. The wall now stands 
as a quiet but powerful expression of 
gratitude, vision, and legacy.

As the final toast rose, the words echoed 
far beyond the room:

To 55 years of learning, growth, and 
global connection.

To those who dreamed it into being 
— and those who carry it forward.

To a university that continues to 
welcome us home.

LOOKING AHEAD
The 55th Anniversary Reunion was not 
just a celebration of Franklin’s history — it 
was a celebration of its future. Of a global 
community that continues to grow. Of a 
shared experience that transcends time 
and place. Of the founders, the dreamers, 
the students, and the vision that still 
unites them.

Because Franklin isn’t just a place you 
return to. It’s a place you never really leave.
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CELEBRATIONS 
ACROSS THE ATLANTIC
East Islip & Philadelphia alumni gatherings marked a meaningful U.S. lead-up.

55TH ANNIVERSARY (CONTINUED)

LASTING LEGACY
As Franklin University Switzerland 
celebrated its 55th anniversary, alumni 
gatherings took place not only in Lugano 
but also across the Atlantic.

In mid-November 2024, alumni came 
together in East Islip, New York, and 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for two 
intimate reunions that captured the 
warmth, legacy, and spirit of the Franklin 
community.

Hosted by engaged alumni and supported 
by university leadership, these events 
affirmed the lifelong connections that 
unite Franklin graduates around the world.

EAST ISLIP, NEW YORK
Hosted by Molly Hays ’83 and Roger Jette 
at their home on November 16, 2024, the 
East Islip reunion brought alumni, families, 
and Franklin leadership together for a 
cozy, nostalgic evening. Guests arrived via 
chartered bus from Manhattan and were 
welcomed with views of the sun setting 
over the bay and trees still glowing with 
fall color.

The event featured reflections from 
Franklin’s co-founder and first president, 
Trustee Pascal Tone, alongside remarks 
from President Samuel Martín-Barbero 
and fellow Trustees Jennifer Berg ’76 
and Lusyd Doolittle ’72. The evening 
honored the past while looking ahead—
an embodiment of Franklin’s enduring 
mission.

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
The following evening, on November 
17, alumni gathered at Sunnybrook Golf 
Club in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, 
hosted by Amy Shea ’91 and John Shea 
’92. The reunion welcomed graduates 
from multiple generations for an evening 
of conversation, vision, and connection.

President Martín-Barbero shared 
Franklin’s forward-looking strategy, 
and Nickolas Neibauer ’05, Director of 
Advancement and Alumni, emphasized 
the power of alumni engagement. 

Trustees Stanley Ellis P’06, P’09, 
P’16 and Cabell West ’65 also joined, 
reinforcing Franklin’s commitment to its 
extended community.

ERICH PRISNER AWARDED THE  
TITLE OF PROFESSOR EMERITUS

from all disciplines. He developed courses 
that connected mathematical thinking 
with broader social and cultural themes, 
such as Mathematics of Inequality, 
Mathematics for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences, and the Academic Travel 
course Measuring the Alps. These were 
not just electives—they became turning 
points for students who had never 
imagined themselves succeeding in math.

For those who wanted to go further, 
Prisner created opportunities for deeper 
exploration, teaching advanced courses, 
supervising independent research, and 
even co-authoring a published academic 
paper with an undergraduate student. 
He brought the same thoughtful energy 
to his own scholarship, publishing widely 
in the fields of graph theory and game 
theory, and authoring a book on graph 
dynamics. Before joining Franklin, he 
taught at institutions in Germany and the 
United States, including TU Berlin and 
the University of Louisville. He holds a 
Ph.D. and habilitation from Universität 
Hamburg.

From recent graduates 
to longtime alumni, the 
evening reflected the depth 
of the Franklin network.“

Prisner became known 
for his distinctive ability 
to make mathematics 
meaningful to students 
from all disciplines.

“
The emeritus recognition was 
introduced by Dean David Mills, who 
highlighted Prisner’s “creativity, patience, 
and real belief in his students.” He 
also acknowledged Prisner’s many 
contributions to the wider Franklin 
community, through committee work and 
faculty governance, describing him as 
“the voice of diplomacy and reason.”
Franklin warmly congratulates Professor 
Erich Prisner on this well-earned 
recognition and thanks him for his  
lasting legacy.

At Franklin’s 2025 Commencement 
Ceremony, Professor Erich Prisner was 
awarded the title of Professor Emeritus—
an honorary recognition of his exceptional 
contributions to teaching, research, and 
academic life at the university.

Prisner joined Franklin in 2002 and, 
over more than two decades, became 
known for his distinctive ability to make 
mathematics meaningful to students 
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A MOMENT, A MILESTONE
COMMENCEMENT 2025

Your Franklin education 
has equipped you to thrive 
in this environment. Whilst 
others are paralyzed by 
uncertainty or retreat into 
simplistic thinking, you 
can navigate forward with 
confidence and humility; a 
very rare combination that 
this moment demands.

ADRIAN MONCK
2025 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

SPEAKER SPO
TLIG

H
T

Adrian Monck is a global media 
strategist, educator, and adviser 
whose career bridges journalism, 
public policy, and technological 
innovation.

As Managing Director and 
head of communications at 
the World Economic Forum, he 
transformed the organization’s 
global presence—building a 
following of over 30 million 
across social media, launching 
the influential Agenda blog, and 
overseeing award-winning content 
and newsletters with nearly 
one million subscribers. He also 
led two of the Forum’s flagship 
communities: the Young Global 
Leaders and the Global Shapers, 
connecting thousands of emerging 
changemakers worldwide.

Today, Monck serves as senior 
advisor to the Mohamed bin 
Zayed University of Artificial 
Intelligence, helping shape 
public discourse around AI’s 
transformative potential. He also 
writes Seven Things, a weekly 
LinkedIn newsletter with more 
than 165,000 subscribers, making 
it one of the platform’s most widely 
read outside the U.S.

Before his work at the Forum, 
Monck was a war correspondent, 
newsroom founder, and later 
professor of journalism at City, 
University of London. He has 
advised heads of state, CEOs, 
and public institutions around the 
world, and continues to serve on 
advisory and nonprofit boards 
focused on media, education, and 
global cooperation.

“
On May 17, 2025, Franklin held its 55th 
Commencement ceremony at Lugano 
Arte e Cultura. Surrounded by family, 
friends, faculty, and trustees, the Class 
of 2025 marked the completion of 
their academic journey in a ceremony 
that honored both tradition and 
transformation. 

Ninety-nine graduates representing 
49 nationalities crossed the stage this 
year—a living emblem of Franklin’s global 
mission. They now join a network of over 
8,000 alumni living and working across 
the world. 

President Samuel Martín-Barbero 
opened the ceremony with a reminder 
that “education must continue 
throughout life,” quoting Justice Louis 
Brandeis. His words served as both a 
celebration and a charge, marking not an 
end, but a beginning. Chair of the Board 
Paul C. Lowerre ’77, P’06 followed with 

reflections on Franklin’s founding and 
growth into a global community. Later, 
Erich Prisner was awarded the title 
of professor emeritus for his years of 
scholarship and service to the university 
(see p. 9). 

The ceremony also honored Jacques 
Villaret, one of Franklin’s founders. His 
longtime friend and colleague Pascal 
Tone paid tribute, remembering not only 
the institution they built together, but 
also the warmth, humor, and sense of 
curiosity Villaret brought to Academic 
Travel. As Ludovico D’Anna accepted 
the posthumous Medal of Honor on 
his grandfather’s behalf, the moment 
spoke to the lasting influence of a person 
whose legacy lives on in the university’s 
community. 

The 2025 Commencement Speaker, 
Adrian Monck, received an honorary 
degree in recognition of a career 

that bridges journalism, international 
engagement, and education. He is 
currently a senior advisor to both the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development and the Mohamed 
bin Zayed University of Artificial 
Intelligence. Previously, he served 
as Managing Director of the World 
Economic Forum, where he led global 
communications, launched influential 
digital platforms, and helped shape 
leadership initiatives such as the Forum 
of Young Global Leaders. Monck began 
his career as a war correspondent and 
later became one of the UK’s leading 
journalism educators. 

In his address, Monck urged graduates to 
lead with intellectual humility and cross-
cultural fluency—qualities he described 
as critical in a fractured and fast-moving 
world. “Stay curious about what you don’t 
understand,” he said. “Stay open to those 
who see the world differently. And stay 

humble about what you know.” Drawing 
on his experiences from Sarajevo to 
Davos, he emphasized that Franklin 
graduates are uniquely equipped to 
translate complexity into clarity and turn 
listening into action. 

Noor Badr delivered the student 
address, chosen by her classmates. 
A Visual Communication Arts major 
who took a cross-disciplinary approach 
to her studies, she reflected on the 
small moments and shared traditions 
that made the Franklin experience 
unforgettable. Her speech celebrated 
the community’s cultural diversity and 
the sense of belonging that came from 
creating new rituals together—carving 
pumpkins, lighting trees, and breaking 
fasts across traditions. 

She closed with a personal message 
of gratitude and a reminder that every 
delay can be a blessing in disguise. It 

was a powerful reflection on growth, 
connection, and trust in what’s to come. 

As names were called and tassels turned, 
the ceremony gave way to applause, 
laughter, and the warm embrace of 
celebration. A reception followed, full of 
connections, reflections, and the kind of 
conversations that stretch late into the 
evening. 

The Class of 2025 leaves Franklin with 
degrees, of course—but also with critical 
thinking, curiosity, and global citizenship 
in their toolkit. They depart for graduate 
programs, creative endeavors, public 
service, global enterprises, and beyond. 
While they may scatter across countries 
and time zones, this moment—and what 
they’ve accomplished—belongs to all of 
them. 
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While I was in Lugano this past May, I was lucky enough to be able to attend graduation and see for myself what a 
wonderful group of students the Class of 2025 is. 99 new alumni, one of the largest graduating classes in Franklin’s 
history. I have to say we should all be incredibly proud to have such a vibrant and diverse group of individuals joining our 
alumni family. I hope you’ll join me in congratulating and welcoming them to the Franklin Alumni Association!

Before going further, I must take a moment to express my deepest gratitude to Emily Boynton ’09, whose leadership as 
Council President over the past five years has been transformative. Under her guidance, we’ve seen incredible changes 
within the Alumni Council, a rebuilding of our alumni club network and the beginning of many new projects as we find 
more ways to support alumni and new graduates. Her unwavering dedication and love for the Franklin community has set 
a high bar, and I am deeply thankful for her service and commitment.

As the newly elected President of Franklin’s Alumni Council, I look forward to fostering deeper connections, creating more 
opportunities, and amplifying the impact of our alumni and regional club network around the world. It will not be easy but I 
have faith thanks to the tireless work of our dedicated Council members.

This fall we will be seeking nominations for the prestigious Ursula Gentile Lowerre Outstanding Service Award. Only 
open to alumni of Franklin, “This award was developed to recognize outstanding members of the alumni community for 
exemplary service to the University and for their enthusiastic leadership and support of its mission and goals. The award 
reflects the honor and credit that recipients bring to the University through their actions and contributions.” If you know of 
a deserving alumnus, be on the lookout for more information later this year.

As we move forward, I will look to build on the legacy of leadership that Emily has left behind. With your continued support 
and involvement, there is no limit to what we can achieve. Join or start an alumni club, assist current students with career 
and resume advice, seek out networking opportunities or simply enjoy getting together with your fellow alums; we at the 
Council are here for you.

On behalf of the entire Alumni Council, thank you for being part of our ever-growing alumni family. I can’t wait to see what 
the future holds for us all.

Conner Crawford ’12
President of the Alumni Council

CELEBRATING  
THE CLASS OF ’25
ON LAKE LUGANO

ART COMPETITION  
PRIZE AWARDED TO  
SILAS WILLIAMS ’25

ALUMNI COUNCIL

On Thursday, May 15, 2025, graduating 
students gathered at the Debarcadero 
Paradiso for the annual Alumni Council 
Sponsored Graduates Boat Cruise. 
A time-honored Franklin tradition, 
the event takes place just ahead of 
Commencement and celebrates the 
achievements of the senior class while 
introducing them to the wider alumni 
community.

Set against the stunning backdrop of 
Lake Lugano, the evening cruise brought 
together the Class of 2025, Franklin 
Trustees, Alumni Council members, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and guests. As 
the boat made its way across the lake, 
attendees enjoyed prosecco, light hors 

Among the many highlights of this 
year’s student achievements, the Alumni 
Council Sponsored Art Competition once 
again showcased the creative talents 
within the Franklin community. This 
spring, the honor went to Silas Williams 
’25, whose photograph taken during 
Academic Travel in Madagascar captured 
both the jury’s attention and the quiet 
soul of a distant shore.

Standing knee-deep in the low tide of 
the small fishing port of Ankigny, Silas 
waited patiently, observing the rhythms 
of life along the coast. Children played 
along the water’s edge, sea turtles drifted 
nearby, and wooden canoes ferried 
families back from sea. “This one scene 
especially caught my attention,” he wrote 
in his artist’s statement, “due to the 
moment of tranquility and rest amongst 
the otherwise chaotic landscape.”

NEW ALUMNI CLUBS

The Alumni Council is now 
supporting and working with 
amazing alumni in clubs around the 
world! We have chapters in Seattle, 
Southern California, Central and 
North Texas, New York, South 
Florida, the Czech Republic, Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi and Lugano! If you’d like 
to start an alumni club in your area 
or want to recommend someone as 
a club leader, please email alumni.
council@fus.edu and let us know!

d’oeuvres, and lively conversation in a 
festive, business-formal atmosphere.

The Alumni Council offered a warm 
welcome and shared words of 
encouragement, marking the beginning 
of a new chapter for the soon-to-be 
graduates. With the breeze off the 
water and the familiar peaks of Ticino 
in view, the event offered a memorable 
opportunity for students to reflect, 
connect, and celebrate their Franklin 
journey.

The Alumni Council congratulates the Class 
of 2025 and was honored to welcome 
them into the Franklin alumni community.

The resulting image—both vivid and 
contemplative—was selected by 
members of the Alumni Council from 
a wide range of student submissions. 
It now joins the Franklin Art Collection 
as part of a long-standing tradition of 
student artistic excellence.

Silas graduated magna cum laude 
this spring with a BS in Environmental 
Sciences, and his winning photograph 
reflects the same thoughtful observation 
and deep appreciation for natural 
environments that shaped his academic 
journey.

As his work becomes part of Franklin’s 
permanent collection, it stands as a 
testament not only to his eye as an artist, 
but to the unique blend of travel, study, 
and creativity that defines the Franklin 
experience.

ABOUT CONNER CRAWFORD

Born and raised in Los Angeles, 
Conner Crawford ’12 attended 
Franklin from 2008-2012, 
graduating with a degree in 
History and Political Science. After 
graduation Conner followed his 
longtime interest in local California 
politics by joining a nearby 
congressional race working on 
the campaign as a Field Organizer. 
Over the years he has worked on 
half a dozen political campaigns 
at both the state and local level 
around California. In 2017, he 
moved into property management 
and real estate; supporting several 
family concerns.

Conner was invited onto Franklin’s 
Alumni Council in 2012; serving as 
its Funds Officer from 2016-2023 
as well as its Vice-President in 
2024. Now serving as President, 
Conner has had the pleasure and 
honor over the years of working 
with some of Franklin’s most 
dedicated and supportive alumni.

Still living in Southern California, 
Conner enjoys spending time 
with his family, kayaking, aerial 
photography and suffering while 
watching his favorite teams, the 
Tennessee Titans and Los Angeles 
Angels. 

If you’d like to connect with the 
Alumni Council, you can reach 
Conner at alumni.council@fus.edu

GREETINGS FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA!

LETTER FROM
PRESIDENT OF  
THE ALUMNI  
COUNCIL
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NEW PERSPECTIVES  
IN PSYCHOLOGY

SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA 
ACADEMIC TRAVEL

Dr. Heidi Toivonen, Nora McNeely Hurley Assistant Professor of Psychology Connecting with people, places, and design on an unforgettable journey abroad.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT ICONS OF DESIGN

Franklin welcomed Dr. Heidi Toivonen 
in Fall 2024 as the new Nora McNeely 
Hurley Assistant Professor of Psychology. 
With a career that spans clinical 
psychology, interdisciplinary research, 
and award-winning teaching, she brings 
deep experience and fresh energy to the 
university’s psychology program.

A native of Finland, Toivonen spent 
over a decade as a practicing clinical 
psychologist before moving into 
academia. Her academic path has taken 
her through Belgium, the Netherlands, 
and now Switzerland; each step shaped 
by her dedication to exploring how people 
construct meaning in their lives, use 
storytelling to make sense of problems 
such as climate change, and interact with 
digital devices. 

After completing her Ph.D. at the 
University of Jyväskylä and postdoctoral 
work at Ghent University, she taught 
in the Netherlands at the University of 
Twente, where she received the Teacher 
of the Year Award in 2023.

At Franklin, Academic Travel is more 
than a course requirement—it’s a 
shared tradition that transforms cities, 
neighborhoods, and historic sites 
into classrooms. Each journey blends 
learning, discovery, and connection, 
giving students opportunities to explore 
the world while developing academically 
through experiential learning and growing 
personally by directly interacting with 
peoples and places from all corners of  
the world.

In Fall 2024, one such journey took 
Franklin students in Professor Johanna 
Fassl’s course of AHT 222 Design Studies 
to Singapore and Malaysia, exploring how 
design—whether in architecture, fashion, 
or everyday objects—reflects culture 
and identity. From the soaring Marina 
Bay Sands to Kuala Lumpur’s Petronas 
Towers, students encountered icons both 
historic and modern. Yet some of the 
trip’s most memorable moments came 
from the people and experiences that 
made the journey uniquely Franklin.

Students were warmly welcomed by 
members of the Franklin community 

A FOCUS ON AGENCY, MENTAL 
HEALTH, AND TECHNOLOGY
Toivonen’s research interests include 
psychotherapy conversations and 
therapeutic interventions, the psychology 
of technology use, environmental 
storytelling, and modern spirituality. A 
central concept in much of her research 
has been agency, or how individuals 
perceive and act on their ability to shape 
their world. At Franklin, this theme is 
especially present in her First Year 
Seminar, The Psychology of Agency, and 
in her ongoing research into how people 
construct narratives, read and discuss 
literature, and use technology to make 
sense of themselves and the  
world around. 

She currently teaches a range of courses 
including Developmental Psychology, 
Research Methods in the Social Sciences, 
Clinical and Abnormal Psychology, and 
Positive Psychology and Health.

PSYCHOLOGY MEETS TECHNOLOGY: 
ACADEMIC TRAVEL IN THE 
NETHERLANDS
Last spring, Toivonen led her first 
Academic Travel course: PSY 232T: 
Psychology and Technology, a 
course exploring the intersection 
of psychological science and digital 
innovation. Students examined how 
tools like Virtual Reality, mobile apps, and 
design thinking can be used to  
both understand and support human 
well-being.

As part of the course, students traveled 
to Amsterdam and Enschede in the 
Netherlands, visiting cutting-edge 
research labs and meeting artists and 
technology researchers. The travel 
component brought the course themes 
to life and offered hands-on exposure 
to the evolving role of technology in 
psychological interventions.

abroad. In Singapore, Austin Tomlinson 
’06, alumnus and current board member, 
hosted an evening apéro, while Seok 
Yam Chew ’83, alumna and former board 
member, welcomed the group for a 
Chinese calligraphy and painting lesson 
with artist Ng Geok Seng, and opened 
doors all over Singapore to university 
collaborations, private art galleries, and 
innovative start-ups. These encounters, 
along with the participation of other 
local alumni and Franklin families, gave 
students a glimpse of alumni life and 
mentorship beyond the classroom, 
leaving a lasting impression of Franklin’s 
global network.

In Kuala Lumpur, Fassl shared her own 
professional experience, showing 
students her design work on KL 
Tower—a highlight that tied the academic 
exploration of design directly to real-
world practice. Students also experienced 
hands-on learning at National University 
Singapore’s innovative buildings that 
demonstrate how life in the tropics 
can function without air conditioning; 
and Habitat Collective’s rooftop 
permaculture garden in Singapore, 

LOOKING FORWARD
Whether through her teaching, research, 
or interdisciplinary collaborations, 
Toivonen’s work speaks to some of the 
most pressing questions facing people 
today, such as climate anxiety or our 
relationship to technology. She is excited 
to continue building her research and 
expanding her courses in ways that 
connect psychology to the real world, and 
that empower students to find their own 
sense of agency in uncertain times.

The Nora McNeely Hurley Assistant 
Professor of Psychology is a named 
endowment that supports student 
learning in the area of psychology. If you 
might be interested in learning more 
about naming opportunities, endowment, 
or other ways to support students, please 
contact advancement@fus.edu

connecting design, sustainability, and 
urban life in a way that extended beyond 
textbooks. 

Of course, Franklin’s signature spirit 
was ever-present: karaoke singing on 
bus rides with city guides, dancing with 
locals in hotel bars, and the camaraderie 
that comes from learning and laughing 
together. As Fassl noted, watching 
students translate these experiences  
into their final design-thinking projects 
was one of the most rewarding parts of 
the course.

For alumni, reading about Singapore 
and Malaysia may spark memories of 
your own Academic Travels—whether it 
was singing on a long bus ride, sharing 
a group meal, or discovering a hidden 
corner of a city together. No matter the 
destination, it’s these shared experiences, 
the mentorship of alumni, and the 
connections between students, faculty, 
and Franklin friends around the world 
that continue to make Academic Travel a 
cherished tradition.

After completing her 
Ph.D. at the University of 
Jyväskylä and postdoctoral 
work at Ghent University, 
she taught in the Netherlands 
at the University of Twente, 
where she received the 
Teacher of the Year Award 
in 2023.

“
14 15



PATHWAY PROGRAM UPDATE MY FUTURE, MY DESIGN
Mentorship, Growth, and What’s Ahead Alumni Share Career Insights with Students

CAREER STRATEGY CAREER STRATEGY

As this academic year draws to an end, 
we are delighted to reflect on Franklin’s 
Career Readiness Pathway program 
which launched in the Fall 2024. The 
program has proven to be a tremendous 
success, laying the foundation for a 
transformative educational experience 
that bridges academic learning with 
real-world mentorship and experiential 
education. 

A standout feature of the program 
was the mentorship module, which 
drew remarkable strength from the 
involvement of our dedicated alumni. 
Their contributions were not only 
generous in time and insight, but pivotal 
in enriching students’ experience. Alumni 
mentors provided invaluable guidance, 
shared their diverse career trajectories, 
and offered perspective grounded in the 
realities of life after Franklin. Student 

On April 2, 2025, Franklin’s Career 
Readiness team hosted a dynamic event 
titled “My Future, My Design: Alumni in 
Professional Roles,” offering students 
the chance to hear directly from three 
accomplished Franklin alumni working 
across diverse professional fields.

PK Simonds ’79, Roxana Cazacu ’09, 
and Nick Angelotti ’11 shared honest 
reflections on their career paths—
highlighting successes, challenges, 
and the pivotal moments that shaped 
their journeys. From screenwriting and 
international business to humanitarian 
work, each speaker illustrated how a 
Franklin education can open doors to 
unique and impactful careers, regardless 
of major.

Students left the event energized, 
having gained practical advice and 

mentees reported feeling significantly 
more prepared and inspired, noting that 
the opportunity to connect with alumni 
helped them clarify personal goals, build 
confidence, and refine their vision for the 
future. 

The qualitative and quantitative data 
collected during the pilot continues to 
yield deep insights, highlighting both 
the immediate impact and long-term 
potential of meaningful alumni-student 
engagement. As a result, Franklin’s Career 
Readiness Lead Justine Salam is excited 
to announce that a newly redesigned 
version of the Pathway Program will 
launch in Fall 2025. This next iteration 
is being thoughtfully crafted based on 
thorough analysis of feedback from 
student participants and alumni alike, 
ensuring an even more robust, intentional, 
and mutually enriching experience. As 

encouragement on topics such as 
building a personal narrative, networking 
with confidence, and leveraging 
intercultural skills in a global job market.

“We had a fantastic turnout, which 
speaks volumes about how much Franklin 
students value hearing directly from 
alumni,” said Career Readiness Lead 
Justine Salam. “I saw sparks of inspiration 
as students left with renewed confidence 
in themselves, their degree, and the path 
ahead.”

The ongoing involvement of Franklin 
alumni continues to play a vital role in 
shaping students’ futures. “My Future, 
My Design” was a clear reminder of the 
power of alumni engagement—and the 
strong sense of community that defines 
the Franklin experience.

we prepare for this relaunch, we invite 
our alumni to once again play a crucial 
role as mentors. Your lived experience, 
professional journey, and connection to 
Franklin can powerfully shape a student’s 
future. 

Whether you are an industry veteran or a 
recent graduate, your voice matters. By 
volunteering as a mentor, you are not only 
giving back—you are helping to shape a 
new generation of global citizens who will 
carry Franklin’s values forward. 

If you have questions about the Pathway 
Program or would like to get involved, 
please contact Career Readiness Lead, 
Justine Salam at jsalam@fus.edu 

I learned that every experience 
is a good experience and even 
internships/ jobs that I didn’t 
enjoy can be turned into a 
learning experience

STUDENT

I saw sparks of inspiration 
as students left with 
renewed confidence in 
themselves, their degree, 
and the path ahead.

JUSTINE SALAM

“

“
PHOTO: JUSTINE SALAM LEFT PHOTO: NICK ANGELOTTI ’11

RIGHT PHOTO: STUDENTS 
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CELEBRATING ALUMNI EXCELLENCE FROM STUDENT TO STRATEGIST
Zora Piskačová ’17 Heads to Harvard Beatrice Revay ’97 Connects Franklin Talent with Hugo Boss

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

As we wrap up another transformative 
year at Franklin, we are thrilled to 
celebrate the outstanding achievements 
of our alumna, Zora Piskačová, Class of 
2017.

Graduating summa cum laude with 
Honors, Zora majored in History, with 
minors in Communications and Germanic 
Studies. She went on to pursue a 
Master’s degree in Eastern European 
Studies at Ludwig Maximilian University 
of Munich, and recently completed her 
PhD in Modern European History at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Her dissertation, Torn Men in a Torn Town: 
Municipal Administrators in Cieszyn 
and Český Těšín, 1918–1938, explores 
a fascinating and turbulent chapter of 
European history.

This year has marked a series of 
milestones in Zora’s academic career.  

Beatrice Revay ’97 always knew the 
value of a Franklin education. What she 
didn’t know—until recently—was that the 
global fashion company she works for, 
Hugo Boss, had no existing relationship 
with Franklin. That changed when 
Beatrice reached out.

Now serving as Head of Global Product 
Management at Hugo Boss, Beatrice 
initiated a new partnership between her 
employer and her alma mater, opening 
the door for collaboration, mentorship, 
and real-world experience for current 
students. What began as a simple 
connection quickly turned into a powerful 
opportunity—culminating in a visit to 
Hugo Boss headquarters in Coldrerio, 
Ticino by Franklin faculty and students.

The partnership was launched 
through Franklin’s Meet the Manager 
series, which invites experienced 
professionals—often alumni—to share 
insights from their industries. Beatrice’s 
talk explored her own career in fashion 
and product management, emphasizing 
the complexity of bringing a product 
to market—from concept and design 
through production and branding. She 
also spoke candidly about corporate 
culture, sustainability, and the personal 
drive needed to build a lasting career in a 
fast-moving industry.

But the event was more than a lecture. It 
kicked off an intensive case study project 
co-led by Beatrice’s colleague Claudia 
Tschimben, Team Leader of Global 
Product Management for Women’s 
Accessories at Hugo Boss. Two student 
teams were challenged to design a 
sustainable accessory for the BOSS 
brand, creating full-scale product and 
marketing strategies that reflected the 
brand’s values of quality, innovation, and 
environmental responsibility.

She successfully defended her 
dissertation and, on May 10, received 
her PhD at UNC’s hooding ceremony 
— with fellow Franklin alumna Alyssa 
Wilson ’17 there to cheer her on. Her 
first major article was published in Slavic 
Review, the leading journal for Eastern 
European history. And now, she is heading 
to Harvard University as an Academy 
Scholar at the Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs, where she will 
spend the next two years pursuing her 
groundbreaking research.

Zora’s journey reflects the spirit of 
excellence, intellectual curiosity, and 
global engagement that defines Franklin 
alumni. We couldn’t be prouder of her 
accomplishments and look forward 
to seeing how she will inspire the next 
generation of scholars.

Over several weeks, students conducted 
in-depth research, worked closely 
with Franklin faculty and Hugo Boss 
professionals, and developed two final 
proposals:

•	 The Venus Tote, a convertible, eco-
conscious handbag tailored for the 
modern professional woman, and

•	 A Smart Travel Duffel Bag, designed 
for digitally connected, sustainability-
focused travelers.

 
Both projects required not only 
creativity but an understanding of brand 
positioning, pricing strategy, materials 
innovation, and global marketing.

The final step? A visit to Coldrerio, where 
students presented their concepts to 
Hugo Boss leadership—including Beatrice 
and Claudia—in a real boardroom 
setting. It was the kind of experiential 
learning Franklin is known for: immersive, 
international, and transformative.

This collaboration reflects Franklin’s 
strategic focus on career readiness, 
combining academic insight with 
professional experience. It also 
demonstrates the value of the alumni 
network in creating opportunities for the 
next generation.

Beatrice’s outreach was the spark, but 
the outcome reflects what’s possible 
when alumni, faculty, and industry come 
together with a shared purpose: to 
prepare students not just for graduation, 
but for leadership.

Intrigued? Does your business have a 
potential avenue to engage Franklin’s 
students in supporting real world 
exposure to classroom theory? Email 
advancement@fus.edu to start a 
conversation that can help support 
Franklin’s students.

PHOTO: ZORA PISKAČOVÁ ‘17 PHOTO: BEATRICE REVAY ’97

Now serving as Head of Global 
Product Management at 
Hugo Boss, Beatrice initiated 
a new partnership between 
her employer and her alma 
mater, opening the door for 
collaboration, mentorship, 
and real-world experience for 
current students.

“
Congratulations, Zora, on 
this well-deserved success!
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Dear Franklin Alumni,

As we close the chapter on Franklin’s 55th year, I find myself filled with gratitude—for the celebrations we’ve shared, the 
stories you’ve entrusted to us, and the enduring strength of our global community.

This past year marked a milestone. The 55th Global Alumni Reunion was more than a celebration; it was a homecoming. 
Whether in the company of alumni at on-campus events or in the warmth of alumni-hosted gatherings—from the clubs and 
homes of Molly Hays ’85, Amy ’91 and John ’92 Shea, and Founder Pascal “Pat” Tone—it was clear to me that Franklin is 
carried forward by people who care deeply about its mission, legacy, and students.

Meeting so many of you—across decades and continents—reminded me that while Franklin has evolved, the spirit that first 
brought us here remains unchanged. It’s a spirit of curiosity, generosity, and global citizenship. And it’s sustained by the 
commitment of alumni like you.

I’m also humbled by a recurring truth: it has taken—and will continue to take—a community to ensure that our beloved non-
profit, liberal arts university remains a place of opportunity, transformation, and belonging for generations to come.

As we now begin our 56th year, I welcome any of you who feel called to deepen your connection with Franklin. Whether 
through mentorship, philanthropy, or simply sharing your story, there are many ways to support our mission.

If you’d like to explore how you might play a role in shaping Franklin’s future, I’d be glad to hear from you: nneibauer@fus.edu.

With appreciation,

Nickolas Neibauer ’05
Director of Advancement and Alumni Relations

LETTER FROM
DIRECTOR OF  
ADVANCEMENT AND ALUMNI

ADVANCEMENT

Franklin is proud to honor the memory 
of Tim Darrin ’74, a beloved Franklin 
alumnus and former trustee, whose 
life embodied the global curiosity, 
adventurous spirit, and deep commitment 
to community that define the Franklin 
experience – with the establishment 
of the Tim Darrin ’74 Scholarship Fund. 
Remembered for his warm friendships 
and generous heart, Tim had a lifelong 
passion for international understanding 
and education. After his time at Franklin, 
he remained a dedicated global citizen 
and advocate for civic engagement and 
cultural exploration. 

Thanks to the vision and generosity of 
the KHR McNeely Family Foundation and 
the Margaret A. Darrin Charitable Trust, 
this endowed scholarship will ensure that 
Tim’s spirit of curiosity, friendship, and 
global citizenship lives on in generations 
of Franklin students to come.

“We are humbled by this extraordinary 
act of generosity,” said President Samuel 
Martín-Barbero. “Tim Darrin’s legacy will 
now be part of Franklin’s future, ensuring 
that deserving students can pursue a 
transformative education regardless of 
their financial circumstances.”

The fund begins with initial gifts of 
$500,000 in initial gifts - $250,000 
from each of the founding donors – and 
is envisioned to grow to $1 million. To 
inspire the Franklin community to join 
in this effort, the Margaret A. Darrin 
Charitable Trust has launched a matching 
challenge: between now and July 31, 
2026, every contribution to the fund 
will be matched dollar-for-dollar, up to 
$250,000.

FRANKLIN ANNOUNCES  
THE CREATION OF  
THE TIM DARRIN ’74  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

ADVANCEMENT

The fund will be held in perpetuity, and 
once vested, its returns will provide 
limited scholarships to undergraduate 
students, with a focus on expanding 
access to international education. The 
scholarship will support students who 
reflect Tim’s values and are eager to 
make their mark on the world — just as 
he did.

Franklin extends its deepest gratitude to 
the Darrin family and the philanthropic 
partners who made this possible. Their 
generosity will impact students for 
generations — and keep Tim’s spirit alive 
on campus and beyond.

If you might have been friends with 
Tim during your time at Franklin, or are 
inspired by this example, and would 
like to contribute to The Tim Darrin 
’74 Scholarship Fund or other forms of 
endowment, please email  
advancement@fus.edu or  
visit https://alumni.fus.edu/make-a-gift.

We are honored to support 
this scholarship in memory 
of our dear friend Tim 
Darrin, whose life reflected 
the very best of a global 
liberal arts education. Our 
foundation believes deeply 
in the transformative power 
of international learning, 
and we’re proud to help 
ensure that students from 
all backgrounds can access 
the kind of life-changing 
experiences that shaped 
Tim’s journey.

KEVIN MCNEELY ’73,  
PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD,  
KHR MCNEELY FAMILY FOUNDATION

Tim cared deeply about 
people, community, and 
the possibilities that arise 
when education transcends 
borders. We are thrilled to 
celebrate his legacy through 
this scholarship and to 
encourage others to join 
us in this effort. Through 
our matching challenge, we 
hope to amplify the impact 
of every gift and help future 
generations of students 
discover their potential at 
Franklin.

THE DARRIN FAMILY,  
MARGARET A. DARRIN  
CHARITABLE TRUST

“
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FOR THE LOVE OF FRANKLIN  
THE GROTTO GETS A GLOW-UP
For 55 years, The Grotto has been more 
than just a place to grab a coffee or a 
snack—it has been Franklin’s living room. 
It’s where students have swapped stories 
between classes, toasted friendships 
over an espresso, and, on certain 
evenings, belted out karaoke favorites 
with fearless gusto.

But even the most beloved spaces need 
a refresh. And so, in our 55th anniversary 
year, Franklin dedicated its annual Day 
of Giving—#OneDayOnePurpose—to 
uplifting this campus treasure. The goal 
was simple yet ambitious: raise $55,000 
to give The Grotto the love it deserves.

Over the course of the campaign, 
alumni, faculty, staff, students, parents, 
and friends rallied together. Emails and 
social media posts invited the Franklin 
community to remember their own 
Grotto moments—first meetings, long 
talks, unexpected friendships—and 
imagine what the next generation’s 
memories could look like.

On Giving Day, the momentum was 
undeniable. With every gift, the vision 
became more tangible: new comfy chairs, 
spacious tables, fresh coats of paint, 
and framed photographs celebrating 
Franklin’s storied past. The upgrades 
weren’t just about furniture—they were 
about preserving a space that fosters 
connection, creativity, and community.

By the end of the day, the results 
exceeded all expectations. Over $70,000 
was raised from 80 generous donors—

well beyond the original goal. That 
extra support will allow for even more 
improvements, extending the campaign’s 
impact across campus.

When alumni returned for anniversary 
celebrations, many saw the 
transformation for the first time. The 
updated furniture, warm lighting, and 
walls adorned with snapshots from 
Franklin’s 55 years drew smiles, sparked 
stories, and brought back the feeling of 
belonging that The Grotto has always 
inspired.

As we look ahead, the renovated Grotto 
stands as a testament to what happens 
when the Franklin community comes 
together with purpose. It’s not just a 
refresh—it’s a renewal of the spirit that 
has made this little corner of campus a 
sanctuary for generations.

Because some places aren’t just part of 
the campus—they’re part of the heart.

When I started studying at Franklin in 
2002, I quickly learned that Tomaso 
Rizzi was someone you could count on. 
He may have begun his time at Franklin 
College in 2000 wearing a tie, but I—
and many other students—remember 
him best in a Franklin jersey and shorts, 
driving vans full of students (and one 
falcon) to football matches, organizing 
campus events, and always making time 
to support the student experience. He 
became a cornerstone of student life, 
especially around sport, and for many of 
us, he embodied the grounded, caring 
ethos that makes Franklin so unique.

Tomaso recently marked his 25th 
anniversary at Franklin. In a heartfelt 
message he shared this June, he 
reflected on his journey with Franklin. 
His words, filled with gratitude, humility, 
and a strong sense of purpose, reminded 
me—and I’m sure many others—why 
Tomaso’s presence has meant so much 
to this community.

He wrote, “I have had the privilege to 
work alongside extraordinary colleagues, 
educators, trustees, alumni and students 
who have shaped not just the University, 
but also who I am as a person.” It’s true. 
Tomaso’s path at Franklin mirrors that of 
the university itself: evolving, resilient, 
and always centered on people.

Today, Tomaso is still working long hours 
on behalf of Franklin, though he now 
finds himself in a new season—driving his 
own three children to football practice. 
And yet, the same care and commitment 
that marked his time with Franklin 
students lives on in how he shows up for 
his family and colleagues.
 
It was especially moving to see Tomaso 
and his wife Jinger at the 55th Global 
Alumni Reunion this past May. Many of 

By Nickolas Neibauer ’05,
Director of Advancement and Alumni Relations

our alumni—spanning continents and 
decades—sought him out. Their warm 
greetings and shared memories made 
clear that Tomaso’s legacy at Franklin 
isn’t just in the institutional memory, but 
in the personal stories of so many former 
students who remember him not only as a 
staff member, but as someone who truly 
shaped their Franklin experience. Where 
else but Franklin would you find students 
having such a bond with a VP of Finance 
and Administration?

Here’s to 25 years of service, countless 
football matches, hundreds of student 
stories, and one very dedicated colleague. 

Thank you, Tomaso.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

TOMASO RIZZI:  
A TRIBUTE TO A FRANKLIN CONSTANT

Here’s to 25 years 
of service, countless 
football matches, 
hundreds of student 
stories, and one very 
dedicated colleague.

“
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CLASS NOTES
1966
Ned Lynch visits Franklin whenever he 
can, and in September 2024, he returned 
while in the area for a TASIS reunion. His 
visit included lunch at Ristorante Giardino 
with President Samuel Martín-Barbero, 
Director of Advancement and Alumni 
Nickolas Neibauer ’05, and Associate 
Director of Advancement Diana  
Tedoldi ’90. 

Ned also toured the McNeely Center for 
Ideas & Imagination, where he paused for 
a photo in the Angela Fowler Atrium—a 
fitting moment that reflects his ongoing 
connection and steadfast support  
of Franklin.

1970
Thomas Gould has stayed connected 
with classmates around the world since 
the 2022 reunion in Lugano. He remains 
in touch with fellow 1970 alum Walter 
Arnold and his wife Mona, who recently 
vacationed on the Estonian island of 
Saaremaa. In June, Tom enjoyed a visit 
from classmate Lucy Hupfel Lee and 

her husband Jeff Lee while they passed 
through Milwaukee on their way to a 
wedding in Madison, Wisconsin. The Lees 
stayed at the Pfister Hotel, where Tom 
and Lucy caught up over lunch at Mader’s 
German restaurant. 

Earlier this year, Tom took a ski trip to 
Zürs am Arlberg, Austria, although snow 
conditions were less than ideal. He found 
solace enjoying Bludenz Fohrenberg beer 
at an outdoor café in nearby St. Anton 
am Arlberg. Following his ski trip, Tom 
traveled to Lugano for a memorable 
lunch at Giardino Restaurant in Sorengo 
with Franklin co-founder Theo Brenner 
and Vivienne Brenner, enjoying a lively 
conversation and camaraderie. 

Lee Gehrke 
writes: I have no 
new and exciting 
jobs, moves, or 
life updates to 
report, just life 
(still) unfolding… 
This year my wife 

Bev and I are observing a celebration (of 
sorts) of 195 years. We are both 75 and 
this June is our 45th anniversary. We have 
lived in the Northwoods of Wisconsin 
since the mid-1970s, most of that time 
on 40 acres within the boundary of the 
Chequamegon National Forest, about 30 
miles from Lake Superior and near the 
tiny village of Cable. 

Since retirement we also spend many 
weekends at our “urban cabin,” a 
condo in the Uptown neighborhood 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, where we 
get our regular “culture fix” as patrons 
of theater, art, contemporary ballet, 
museums, and classical music. I consider 
my years and experiences at Franklin 
(then Fleming College) among the most 
influential of my life. Despite 50 years 

in the rural Northwoods, surrounded 
by mostly trees and critters, and very 
few humans, my worldview has always 
remained international. If any old-timers 
want to get in touch, I can be emailed at 
lee.gehrke@outlook.com
         
1972
Mary Mortensen attended Franklin 
straight after high school in 1970 before 
training as a professional chef at Le 
Cordon Bleu in Paris. She and her family 
have lived in Malibu and Aspen, raising 
two children—Tommy, now a professional 
golfer and skier, and Keaton, who works in 
the sports industry. Mary credits Franklin 
with opening doors to the world for both 
herself and her children, instilling the 
belief that travel is the best education.

1974
Marc Sallus and his wife, Devora Cohen, 
experienced the loss of their home in the 
Pacific Palisades, California fires. They 
are safe and have relocated to mid-city 
Los Angeles, where they are currently 
searching for a new home. After more 
than 45 years as a trial litigator, Marc is 
retiring and transitioning to mediation 
and arbitration work focused on trusts 
and estates. He has launched a new 
business called Fast Estates and Trust 
Trials (FEATT). Marc welcomes anyone 
interested in entering the legal profession 
to reach out to him for a conversation. 
Devora continues her medical practice. 
Their oldest son, Micah, is beginning 
his career as a therapist, while their 
youngest son, Ari, is studying at the Royal 
Veterinary College in London.

1978
Deamer Dunn writes: What fun to parody 
my experiences at the Franklin 50-year 
celebration into both my book series. 
It was a thrill to share my sketches and 
stories with the alumni and Franklin staff 

at this year’s 55th reunion. As you all 
know, it is not only fantastic to reunite 
with Franklinites, it is equally inspiring 
to meet those new to us. I could spend a 
writer’s lifetime just writing the amazing 
stories behind those who become a 
part of the Franklin story. A particular 
highlight was the reaction of alumni Nick 
& Kathryn Angelotti’s daughter.

It was so enriching to observe her little 
mind put together her inclusion in my 
drawings, as she became progressively 
excited! Maybe someday, she will share 
with her daughter, “look, your mom was 
in a book when I was your age!” If you 
were at the 50th Celebration there is a 
good chance you ended up in one of the 
sketches in the books. I use the images 
of real places and people to enhance 
the travel fiction aspect of these books. 
Kathryn and Nick gave me permission to 
create a Kathryn character as my fiction 
character’s Franklin girlfriend. Many other 
Franklinites and Luganese inspired similar 
participation. I had a great time strolling 
around Lugano and Ponte Tresa giving 
out sketch copies to those who made 
it into the books. I’m feeling particularly 
blessed to be a part of the Franklin 
family… Pickup your own copy of Omar T 
in Lugano and/or Sketchbook  
Lugano Switzerland.

1981
Brian Selby was appointed Chief 
Executive Officer of B Lab Singapore 
on June 1, 2025. With over 30 years of 
experience in corporate growth, business 
transformation, and sustainability across 
Asia, Brian takes the helm at a pivotal 
moment. B Lab is a global nonprofit 
network dedicated to transforming the 
economy to benefit people, communities, 
and the planet by inspiring businesses 
to be a force for good. Launched in 2022 
as a registered charity, B Lab Singapore 

is part of this international movement 
working to build an inclusive, equitable, 
and regenerative economy through the  
B Corp community.

1985
Kurt Kuyper reflects warmly on his 
sophomore semester abroad (as a 
student from Claremont McKenna 
College) at Franklin’s Villa Sassa campus 
in Fall 1985, where he studied with 
memorable professors Frau Holman, 
Horus Schenouda, Giuseppe Cappiello, 
and Paul Glass. During that time, he 
formed a close friendship with classmate 
Pierluigi Rubboli ’90, who traveled to 
Maui for Kurt’s wedding in 1991. Sadly, 
Pierluigi passed away some years ago 
after a battle with cancer. Kurt and his 
wife Isabelle had the opportunity to visit 
Pierluigi’s family in Milan, where they 
enjoyed the ballet Don Quixote at La 
Scala and shared many heartfelt stories 
celebrating Pierluigi’s larger-than-life 
personality. In September 2024, Kurt 
reunited with Pierluigi’s mother in New 
York, enjoying a walk along the Hudson 
and cherishing their enduring connection. 
He also remembers fellow classmates 
Tom Walker and Tom Harrison from that 
semester, and warmly invites anyone 
interested in reconnecting to reach out. 

Kurt sends aloha from Arizona. 
Karen Helke is actively involved with 
the Natural History Museum’s Urban 
Nature Project, contributing to limnology 
research focused on developing a five-
acre living laboratory in central London 
where wildlife and visitors can thrive 
together. She also co-surveyed the UK 
Urban Wetland Pilot in collaboration with 
Thames Water, the Environment Agency, 
and the London Zoological Society (ZSL). 
The water quality monitoring methods 
developed through this pilot will be 
implemented across the UK. Currently, 
Karen is conducting hydro-morphological 
river restoration assessments on a 
section of the River Thames catchment 
in London. 
 
1992
Serena Schwarz Larson visited campus 
in July 2024 with her husband Randy 
and their daughters, Lily and Eliza. The 
family started their vacation in Rome, 
then traveled to Cinque Terre and Milan 
before taking the train to Lugano to visit 
campus. They concluded their trip with 
a stay in the Swiss Alps in the Bernese 
Oberland. 

Mari-Elizabeth Gomez has been living 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA—one of her 
hometowns—for about eight years. She 
is close to her elderly mother and has 
further developed her business as a 
fine art broker. In addition, Mari is now 
a certified appraiser, valuing not only 
fine art but also household items such 
as furniture and rugs. She provides 
appraisals for insurance, trusts and 
estates, non-cash charitable donations, 
and tax write-offs. Mari is happy to be 
back in Carmel, surrounded by old and 
new friends, family, and the area’s  
natural beauty.

(Continued)
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DR. JOHN MAHONEY
1935-2025

IN MEMORIAMCONTINUED

IN MEMORIAM

2001
Robb Hawkins, Abigail (Bates) Hawkins 
’02, and their daughter Alia returned to 
Lugano for Franklin’s 55th Anniversary 
Celebration, reconnecting with faculty 
and fellow alumni from around the world. 
The Hawkins family is now preparing 
for their next adventure: relocating to 
Bogotá, Colombia. Daniel Eng visited 
campus last summer in May 2024 with 
his wife and two of their children while 
vacationing in Europe. Based in Texas, 
Daniel is a real estate investor. During his 
visit, he was pleased to reconnect with 
Professor Andrea Terzi as the professor 
was retiring and assuming the title of 
Professor Emeritus.

2005
Francesca Ayala is an award-winning 
brand strategist—but her proudest 
achievement is founding Bitches 
in Stitches, an all-female stand-up 
comedy troupe she launched in Hong 
Kong in 2021 to address the gender 
gap in comedy. Under her leadership, 
the troupe sold out 30 consecutive 
shows and doubled the number of paid 
female comedians in the city. Since 
repatriating to the Philippines in 2023, 

Fran had expanded Bitches in Stitches 
to Manila and, just last June, to the UK, 
making it an international brand. She 
also runs free monthly online comedy 
writing workshops for women, attracting 
participants from Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, the UK, South Korea, South 
Africa, and Taiwan. She was recently 
interviewed by Vogue Philippines about 
the group’s global growth and following 
her recent relocation to London, will be 
leading its local chapter.

2007
Natalie Naber completed her M.A. in 
Information and Knowledge Management 
Strategy from Columbia University.

2009
Sarah (Kellogg) Mahalic graduated last 
May with her doctorate in Organizational 
Change and Leadership from the 
University of Southern California. 

Emily Boynton married Alex Harrison on 
December 11, 2024 in her hometown of 
Denver, Colorado. After five years serving 
as Alumni Trustee and President of the 

Franklin Alumni Council, Emily celebrated 
her end of service to the university. She 
was honored by the Board of Trustees 
and Alumni Council for her leadership 
and years of service to Franklin’s alumni 
family at the May 2025 Alumni Council 
Sponsored Boat Cruise. 

2010
Sarah Lengauer and Catherine Ratelle, 
along with big brother Theo, joyfully 
welcomed Louisa on June 18, 2024. 
Dashiell James Jordan ’12 proudly takes 
on the role of Louisa’s godfather. 

2016
Julia Houghton was promoted to Senior 
Manager of Global Travel Strategy 
at American Express Travel Division 
earlier this year. Based in New York City, 
Julia describes her role as an exciting 
opportunity at an amazing company.

We remember and honor the Franklin 
alumni who have passed away recently. 
Their contributions to our community and 
beyond continue to inspire us.

Timothy Darrin ’75
Member of the Franklin Board of Trustees 
from 2008 to 2014, Timothy passed 
away on October 10, 2024.

Walter “Wickes” Brewster ’73
Wickes passed away on July 14, 2024. He 
is survived by his sister, Marnie Brewster 
Phillips, of Weston, Massachusetts; 
his brother, David Brewster, of Halifax, 
Vermont; and his niece and nephew.

Paul Weiss ‘74
Paul passed away on August 30, 2025. 
He is survived by his wife, Bonnie; his son, 
Ben; and his daughter, Megan Weiss ’16

Marshall Hildebrand ’98
Marshall passed away on May 25, 2025.

John Mahoney was a much respected and loved faculty member throughout 
the turbulent times which led to the closure of Fleming College and the 
launching of Franklin (late 60’s-early 70’s). 
 
John was a first rate intellectual, schooled in the very best Jesuit schools, and 
able to reach into history’s greatest depth. He taught various courses in the 
fields of philosophy, comparative religion and theology. John had played a 
cardinal, but backstage, role in the drama of the demise of Fleming College 
which led to the founding of Franklin College in 1969.

He had validated the persistence of the Franklin founders in demanding that 
the much respected Fleming College director Dave Mellon be reinstated, 
and urged us to submit our legitimate request to the newly set-up Fleming 
Board of Trustees, always with the reminder that “Justice Delayed was 
Justice Denied”. And amazingly enough, the Board was promptly convened 
with faculty and student participation: it decided to order the immediate 
reinstatement of Dave Mellon.
 
As a former Jesuit seminarist, John remained rooted in his faith, and his ability 
to listen to grievances or injustices were special, as was his readiness to 
counsel with wisdom and care.
 
He was a gentleman par excellence. A real friend. Quietly charismatic and 
humble. He was witty, well-travelled and had the gift of great storytelling. 
Above all he was a dedicated and beloved professor. 
 
He got married in Lugano to the love of his life, Sharon Coulter. Both were 
always welcome guests in the campus grotto. Their two children Siobhan and 
Ryan were born in Lugano.
 
Upon leaving Lugano, John spent a few years in Saudi Arabia. Upon his return 
to New York he became the executive director of Americans for Middle East 
Understanding (AMEU) and editor of The Link newsletter. He devoted over 
four decades to fostering dialogue and advancing peace in the Middle East.

We shall fondly remember John.

Wilfried Geens and Theo E. Brenner
Franklin Co-Founders

He was a gentleman par 
excellence. A real friend. 
Quietly charismatic and 
humble. He was witty, well-
travelled and had the gift 
of great storytelling. 
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Franklin gratefully 
acknowledges all alumni, 
parents, and friends who 
participated in the 2024-2025 
fundraising year.

THE FRANKLIN UNIVERSITY 
SWITZERLAND VILLA SOCIETY

Franklin’s leadership gift society, the 
Villa Society, offers annual membership 
to alumni, parents and friends who 
make a gift of $1,000 or more. The 
Society was founded to recognize 
the critical difference leadership gifts 
make at the University and thank these 
donors for their special commitment to 
the University. Annual membership and 
recognition is based on an individual’s 
personal gifts and corporate matching 
gifts received in a single fiscal year. 

THE FRANKLIN WORLD  
CITIZEN CLUB*

Loyal support from donors who 
contribute year after year is vital to the 
University’s success. The Franklin World 
Citizen Club recognizes sustained 
annual giving to Franklin at any gift 
level. Donors who contribute to Franklin 
for five successive fiscal years, or every 
year since graduation for young alumni, 
become members of the Franklin World 
Citizen Club. Membership continues 
with sustained annual giving each 
fiscal year. This recognition of alumni, 
parents and friends who show a special 
commitment to Franklin was created to 
acknowledge their outstanding, yearly 
dedication to the school. 

*Franklin World Citizen Club members: 
Donors who have made gifts in each of 
the past five years or each year since 
graduation.

FOUNDER’ ASSOCIATES 
$25,000 AND ABOVE

Anonymous 
*Denise Hart Alfeld ’88, Trustee, and Chad Steven Alfeld
Alfeld Family Charitable Fund
*Jennifer H. Berg ’76, Trustee
*Lusyd Doolittle ’72, Trustee and P. Nicholas Kourides
*Lucius L. Fowler, Trustee and Rhonda N. Fowler
Thomas J. Gould ‘70
KHR McNeely Family Foundation
*Paul C. Lowerre ’77, Trustee, and Ursula G. Lowerre ’76 
*Kevin W. McNeely ‘73, Trustee, and Rosemary McNeely
*Hannah Rose McNeely ’23 
*Tom L. Pegues ’94 and Donald Capoccia
John L. Shea ’92 and Amy G. Shea ’91 
*Pascal F. Tone, Trustee and Lynn Tone
*Cabell West ’65, Trustee, and John T. West

VILLA CIRLA ASSOCIATES 
$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous
*Richard H. Bell ’65, Trustee Emeritus and Paulise Bell
Kurt Van Keppel ‘84
Daniel McCarthy
*Douglas C. Taylor ‘71
*Ronald S. Wagner ‘85

VILLA FERRARI ASSOCIATES 
$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
Appreciation of Earth & Animal Foundation Inc.
Christine A. Bauer
*Seok Yam Chew ’83 
Nancy L. Cooper
*Michael D. Crimi ‘76
*Inigo Garcia ’11 and Rene Q. Musech ’11 
John S. Grace ‘77 and Lola Nashashibi Grace
*Tatiana E. Kaletsch ‘83
*Deirdre B. Kinney-Brennan ‘81, Trustee, and David B. Brennan
The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education

VILLA SASSA ASSOCIATES 
$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous
*Ann Billingsley ‘85
Buhrman Family
Gregory M. Cooke ‘70  

and Karen M. Cooke
*Stanley M. Ellis, Trustee 

and Susan B. Ellis
*Julia D. Hawkins ‘04
*Ralph G. McDermid ‘83
*Scott I. Oakford ‘75 and  

Eileen Oakford ‘76
Senior Class 2025
*The Henry L. and Grace Doherty 

Charitable Foundation, Inc.
*Austin Tomlinson ’06, Trustee
Jay S. Tucker ’77, Trustee

KALETSCH CAMPUS ASSOCIATES 
$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous (3)
Elena Abrahamsson-Oseguera  

and Luis Oseguera
* Lewis L. Avery ‘71
Stephen R. Bailey ‘85
* Brandon N. Berdecia ‘16, MS’17
* Lisa Peck Cruikshank ‘88
Kristin Dean
Terry French and Michelle French
Garland M. Gay ‘70
Leland W. Gehrke ‘70
*Nathaniel W. Gibbons ‘76
*Ronald J. Goldman ‘73
John & Katherine Naudin Foundation
Jayson Kuti
*Ned M. Lynch ‘66
Mary and George Zimmerman Foundation
Russell Matulich and  

Christine Matulich
Khaled Nasr
Rafäel Newman
Carl Nolet, Jr.
Elizabeth T. Peabody ‘76
*Jennifer Yount Raley ’77 
*Janelle Redman ‘84
Arthur Reiter ‘06
*Ferdinand Schmitz ‘80
Alan F. Unger ‘67
Gerald F. Unger ‘70
Unger Family Foundation
Paolo M. M. Vismara ‘06

Paul N. Weiss ‘74 and Bonnie P. Weiss
Armando Zanecchia  

and Charlotte Zanecchia

CONTRIBUTORS

Anonymous (10)
Kara M. Abe ‘07
*Valerie R. Acerra ‘74
Winifred G. Alogna ‘65
Scott A. Anderholt ‘78 and  

Viktoria E. Anderholt ‘78
Gordon Andrews
Ross E. Atkinson ‘75
*William B. Auer ‘70
Colin Aymond
Baird Foundation
Thomas C. Barbour ‘65
Caroline E. Bassett ‘86
Evan R. Batoff ‘90
Kristin Becnel
*Laurent Belet, Trustee  

and Nathalie Belet
Amy E. Benedicty ‘69
Carly S. Besh ‘17
*Emily M. Boynton ‘09
Vivienne Brenner ’93 
*Victor Bruni ‘73
Martin Bullock
Michael Burnstine
Gary Campagne 

and Jessica Campagne
Martin Capousek ‘07
Elisabeth D. Case ‘83
Roxana P. Cazacu ‘09
Tania Celante ‘05
Gioia N. Chaouch ‘18
John J. Chichester Jr., MA’22
Corinne Ching
CiaoBox Sagl
Clark and Kathryn Porter  

Family Foundation
*William S. Colwell ‘71  

and Deborah M. Colwell ‘71
*Conner Crawford ‘12
Thomas Kelley Crumlish ‘78
James Curtis  

and Diana Curtis
Julianne Day-Evers ‘74
Deborah Dethier ‘75
Christiano Di Dio De Santis
*Andrea Distretti
Sally Dodge ‘65  

and Mr. Dale Guldbrandsen
Ana Drazic ‘99
Tesla DuBois ‘07
Gloria Dumas ‘15
Christoph Ebell, Trustee  

and Laura Bernier
Electric Claudio Merlo  

Lighting Equipment SA
Ryan B. Ellis ‘09
*Christina H. Endicott ‘82
Dylan A. Endlich ‘18
Abbie R. Engler ‘83
Laura M. Ensor ‘91
Elizabeth L. Farrell ‘77
Johanna Fassl
Jose A. Fossas ‘78
Kurt Gabbard
Michael B. Garlid, MS’21
Harriette E. Gause ‘71
Casey J. Gayman ‘07
Afsaneh Ghobad ‘06
Alice V. Gibbons ‘09
Kandyce K. Gnidovec ‘09
Elena Gorbatko
Susan N. Gordon ‘80
Howard E. Grace ‘73 

and Deborah G. Grace ‘74
Mary V. Gundy ‘72
Amaliya Hakobyan ’16 
Carl C. Hamann ’73 
Suzy Cobert Hambach ’72 
Yvonne Hänni Holman ’74 
*Mr. and Mrs. James W. Harbison, Jr.
*James W. Harbison, III ‘91
Nancy J. Hart ’72 
Robert Hawkins ‘01  

and Abigail Hawkins ‘02
Molly Hays ‘83
Alexander G. Hendrie ‘76
Alana A. Hindiyeh ‘18
Rhonda Hoff 

and Mohamed Morsy
Leonard Hoffmann 

and Denise Hoffmann
Korena Howley ‘01
Ellie A. Hoyt ‘72
Elizabeth W. Husted ‘77
Gregory M. Jacobs ‘90
Jocelyn D. Keith ‘71
John H. Kennedy ‘74
Ann E. Kenowsky ‘71
Deborah Knaust

Grateful for Your Support
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WISDOM.
FORWARD THINKING.
GENEROSITY.
COMMITMENT TO  
CHANGING LIVES  
FOR THE BETTER.

Claudia Knudsen ‘79
Scott Koepke  

and Estelle Braaf Koepke
L & H Foundation
Rachael La Gamba
Carrie A. LaNoce ‘90
Mark W. Lauria ‘74
Elisabeth C. Leaning ‘14
*Peter A. Liebowitz ‘77
*Alan P. Lilholt
Qiwen Lin ‘26
James Lindberg and  

Ginny Threefoot
Diana López-Quesada
Diana W. Lu ‘16
Sabina Macchi
Linda C. Mack ‘70
Vincent W. Mancuso ‘91
*Russell Martin
Samuel Martín-Barbero, President
*Thomas McCarthy
Harry T. McMahon ‘73
James McNulty and  

Lynn McNulty
Mary Turner Meade ‘74
Rachel Milliron ‘12
David Mills
Betty M. Mitchell ‘79
*Johanna M. Moffitt ‘85
Craig R. Mole ‘68
*Wendy L. Montante ‘88
Nickolas Neibauer ‘05  

and Natalie Naber ‘07
Marie N. Norton ‘71
Nicolaus Owens ‘12
Marilu Palmero 

and Nestor Mirabal
Robert S. Perkin ‘66
Stephen Peschel  

and Suzanne Peschel
Dean R. Peterson ‘78
Patrick B. Pexton ‘75
Zora Piskacova ‘17
Kathryn T. Porter ‘81

Karen A. Reardon ‘80
Richard K. Reed ‘82
G Donald Reichley, Jr. ‘82
Yolanda Ribeiro 

and Antonio Ribeiro
*Tomaso Rizzi 

and Jinger Rizzi
Elizabeth S. Robertson ‘67
*Zachary T. Robinson ‘80
*Lisa A. Robinson ‘75
Alyssa J. Roland ‘10
Tia A. Roosendahl ‘98
*Marc L. Sallus ‘74
Michela Santambrogio  

and Luca Pepori
*Meg Sipperly Salyer ‘74
Samuel Sarno ‘23, MS’24
Mark N. Schneider ‘75
Robert L. Schott ‘76
Caterina Scolari, MA’24
*James J. Shelton Family
*Lawrence K. Shepard ‘94  

and Holley R. Shepard ‘94
Elizabeth C. Shiparski ‘18
Heather N. Short ‘13
P.K. Simonds ‘79
Jane S. Slatten ‘89
Robert L. Smith ‘74
Jorgette D. Smith ‘91
Sophia K. Springer ‘17
H. John Steinbreder ‘76
Louisa Stevenson ‘75
Annabelle Stewart ‘08
Petr Syrovatko ‘15
Kota Tabuchi ‘03
Jacob Tally ‘04
Sarah Taylor
*Leslie Tedoldi ‘18
*Diana Uhrik Tedoldi ’90 
The Community Foundation 

for Greater New Haven
The Settegast Fund
Frances Todd Stewart ‘75
Elliot B. Tomaeno ‘08

Maximilian A. Tufts, Jr. ‘75
Christy Vidal
Christine Volinsk 

and Christopher Volinsky
Elisa Volpi
*Robin Weaver ‘65
*Matt G. Wilson ‘09
*Katrina Wollenberg ‘71
Jason Woods ‘06  

and Andrea Woods ’06 

55TH ANNIVERSARY  
SPONSORS HONORS CIRCLE

VILLA SASSA SPONSOR
Ares Insurance Services SA

KALETSCH CAMPUS SPONSOR
Banca dello Stato del Cantone Ticino

VERZASCA SPONSOR
Anonymous
Kellerhals Carrard Lugano SA
La Mobiliare

55TH ANNIVERSARY  
SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Anonymous
Umberta Gnutti-Beretta ’91 
Lusyd W. Doolittle ’72, Trustee
Deirdre Kinney-Brennan ’81, Trustee  

and David Brennan
Cabell West ’65, Trustee

IN HONOR

David R. Grace
Erich Prisner, in honor of his work  

building the math program
Leslie McNulty

IN MEMORIAM

Ann Gardiner
In memory of Angela Woods,  

a loving mother who adored Lugano
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Grateful for Your Support

An investment in 
knowledge pays 
the best interest.
Benjamin Franklin,
Diplomat, Philosopher, Author,  
Inventor and Philanthropist

If you are considering a legacy gift to 
Franklin, we encourage you to share your 
intentions with us, so we can help you 
choose the type of gift that is right for you.

CONTACT

Nickolas Neibauer ‘05
Director of Advancement and Alumni
nneibauer@fus.edu

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN SOCIETY MEMBERS

Edith McBride Bass
Rick and Paulise Bell
Jennifer H. Berg ‘76
Victor Bruni ‘73
Lindsay Du Gan ‘75
Angela Fowler ‘75
Thomas Gould ‘70
Ned Lynch ‘66
Nicholas Major ’68 

Janelle Redman ‘84
Meg Sipperly Salyer ‘74
John Steinbreder ‘76
Kurt Van Keppel ’84 
Cabell Goolsby West ‘65
Amy West ’80 
Katrina Wollenberg ’71 
Michael Zemsky ‘70 

These are qualities associated with Benjamin Franklin 
and shared by people who make planned gifts.
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